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Jenny came home late one afternoon and saw 
her grandmother talking to someone. She’d 
been doing some extra study with her friends 
after school, helping them understand that  
day’s science class.
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Jenny reached the front door and 
realised the person talking to 
her grandmother was the school 
principal!

“I’m sorry, Mrs Kalo,” the principal 
was saying. “There’s nothing we 
can do.”
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“Hello, Mr Nicholls!” Jenny exclaimed. “What are you 
doing here?”

Mr Nicholls and Jenny’s grandmother looked at her, 
surprised, before grandmother took a deep breath. 
Jenny watched in dismay as tears fell from her eyes. 
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“I’m sorry, Jenny,” Grandmother said. “I haven’t been 
able to pay your school fees, so we’ll have to take 
you out of classes.”
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Jenny froze. 

“I’m sorry, too,” Mr Nicholls said. “I wish 
this wasn’t happening, especially since 
Jenny is such a bright student.”

Jenny’s chest felt tight as she looked 
between her grandmother and the 
school principal. Her own eyes started 
prickling and she ran inside to hide her 
tears. She heard Mr Nicholls leave with 
another quiet apology.

“Jenny?” 
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Grandmother had come inside and put a hand on 
Jenny’s back. 

“Don’t worry, my dear,” Grandmother said. “I’ll ask 
around for some work, then put you back in school 
as soon as possible. You’re so clever, you’ll be able 
to catch up quickly.”

Jenny sobbed and hugged her. “No, Grandmother! 
That’s not fair, you should be resting. I’ll do the 
work instead.”

“Don’t be silly,” Grandmother scolded, but she was 
smiling. “In that case, how about we both work?”
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Over the next few days, Jenny and her grandmother 
tried finding some work around the village. But 
no one needed any help. Everyone was kind and 
understanding, but Jenny went home feeling 
defeated. 

“Let’s go work in the garden for a while,” 
Grandmother suggested. “We’ll feel better after a 
few hours of digging.”

Miserable, Jenny agreed. She followed Grandmother 
outside, picked up her tools, and began clearing out 
some weeds. She felt better. 
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Footsteps stopped outside their garden. Jenny 
looked up and saw an old man looking appreciatively 
at the hard work they’d done. She recognised him as 
one of the other villagers. 

“Hello!” he said. 

“Hello, Mr Grett,” Grandmother said. “How are you?”

1212



“I’m well, but not as young as I used to be,” Mr Grett 
laughed. “I heard you and Jenny were looking for 
some work and thought you might be able to help 
me with my garden, clearing it out and planting new 
crops. I can’t bend over much anymore.”
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Jenny jumped up, grinning excitedly. “Really, 
Mr Grett!?”

Mr Grett laughed. “Of course! Can you come 
by tomorrow?”

Jenny and her grandmother did so, meeting 
Mr Grett bright and early the next day. They 
got to work, pulling weeds, tilling the soil, and 
planting new crops. 
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Mr Grett asked them to come back the next day, and 
the next, and the next. He kept finding more things 
for them to do, and their savings for Jenny’s school 
fees gradually grew. 
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Jenny met up with her school friends as often as 
she could and they shared their notes with her. 
She was determined to catch up quickly once she 
got back to school. 

Finally, after long weeks of garden work, 
Grandmother opened the money box and 
counted it. 
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“Is there enough?” Jenny asked. She was too nervous 
to count it herself. 

Grandmother let out a huge sigh and turned, 
smiling. “There is,” she said. 
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Jenny finally went back to school. One afternoon, she 
realised that Grandmother was still working for Mr 
Grett as a gardener. 

“I’m going to keep working hard too, and one day 
I’ll be able to look after you,” she promised her 
grandmother that night. Her grandmother smiled. 
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As the years passed, Jenny graduated and earned 
a scholarship, going overseas to study medicine at 
university. She returned home to get a job at the 
largest hospital in town. 
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“Open your eyes, Grandmother,” Jenny said. She 
watched as her grandmother, who had worked so 
hard for her to go to school, stared in wonder at the 
beautiful house Jenny had bought for them. 

“I promised I’d look after you one day,” Jenny said. 
“Thank you for everything you’ve done for me.”

2020



2121



You can use these questions
to talk about this book with

your family, friends and
teachers.

Why did Jenny have to leave school?

How did Mr Grett know Jenny and 
Grandmother were good gardeners?

How do you think Mr Grett learned that 
Jenny and Grandmother needed work?

Have you ever worked or done chores to 
save money for something?

Try making your own savings box!



About the author
Roderick Samuel was born at the Norsup Hospital 

and now lives in Brenwei Village on Malakula Island. 
He wanted to write a children’s story to help young 
children learn new things. As a child, his favourite 
stories were custom stories. When spending time  

with family and friends he also loves to tell stories. 



Did you enjoy this book?
We have hundreds more expertly curated 

original stories to choose from.

We work in partnership with authors, 
educators, cultural advisors, governments and 

NGOs to bring the joy of reading to children 
everywhere.

Did you know?
We create global impact in these fields by embracing 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

libraryforall.org



Learner – Beginner readers

Level 1 – Rising readers

Level 4 – Fluent readers

Level 2 – Eager readers

Level 5 – Curious readers

Level 3 – Progressing readers

Level 6 – Adventurous readers

Start your reading journey with short words,  
big ideas and plenty of pictures.

Enjoy your reading time with familiar words,  
but complex sentences.

Discover your world through science and stories.

Raise your reading level with more words,  
simple sentences and exciting images.

Step up your reading skills with playful narratives,  
new words and fun facts.

Develop your reading skills with creative stories  
and some challenging vocabulary.

Explore your world through science and stories.

You’re reading Level 6



Library For All is an Australian not for profit organisation with a mission to 
make knowledge accessible to all via an innovative digital library solution.
Visit us at libraryforall.org

Back To School 

First published 2025

Published by Library For All Ltd
Email: info@libraryforall.org
URL: libraryforall.org

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. To view a copy 
of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/.

This book was made possible by the generous support of The Church  
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Global Partnership for  
Education (GPE).

    
Original illustrations by Shaina Nayyar

Back To School 
Samuel, Roderick
ISBN: 978-1-923554-19-1
SKU04971





Back To School 
Jenny is a good student, but 
her grandmother struggles  
to pay her school fees. They 
work hard together to earn 
enough money.
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