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Her dream was to one day represent Vanuatu 
in sports. Her coaches believed she had what it 
took to achieve it.

Leisara was a lively 14-year-old girl from Siviri, 
a small village on Efate in Vanuatu. She was the 
star of her school’s sports team, playing soccer 
and volleyball with skill and passion. 
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But one rainy afternoon, everything changed. 
As Leisara was running home, she slipped on a 
muddy slope and fell, badly.

4



The accident caused a serious injury to 
her back, leaving her unable to walk or 
play sports again.
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Leisara was heartbroken. She stayed in her 
room for weeks, feeling like her dreams were 
gone forever. Her family didn’t know how to 
help her, and they missed her cheerful smile.
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Then one day, her Uncle Kalo came to visit, 
carrying something in his hands: a wooden 
chessboard.
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“Leisara,” he said gently as he sat by her bed, 
“I know life is hard right now. But I brought this 
game for you. It’s called chess. It’s about kings, 
queens, knights, and castles. In this game, your 
mind does all the running.”
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Leisara sighed and rolled her eyes. “I don’t want 
to play a silly board game,” she muttered. 

But Uncle Kalo didn’t give up. He set up the 
board and showed her how the pieces moved. 

“Just try one move,” he said. “You might like it.”
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Reluctantly, Leisara pushed a pawn forward. As 
Uncle Kalo explained more about the game, she 
started to get curious.
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She soon saw chess as more than a game;  
it was like a battlefield where her quick  
thinking could shine. Within days, Leisara  
was hooked, spending hours practising and 
learning new moves.
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Leisara’s love for chess grew fast. She 
joined online games, surprising players 
who were much older and more 
experienced. Her clever moves and 
careful planning made her stand out. 

The Vanuatu Chess Federation heard 
about her talent and invited her to train 
for an international chess competition. 
Leisara became the first woman and 
the first person with a disability to 
represent Vanuatu in chess.
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At the tournament, Leisara 
sat proudly in her wheelchair 
with Vanuatu’s flag behind 
her. She played against top 
players from around the 
world, showing courage and 
determination. Her story 
inspired everyone there.
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Leisara didn’t just break barriers for people with 
special needs, she also showed that women 
could excel in a game often dominated by men. 
She became a symbol of strength and hope, 
proving that no matter the challenges, dreams 
can still come true.
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Today, Leisara teaches chess to children in 
Vanuatu and encourages others to follow 
their dreams, no matter what.
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You can use these questions
to talk about this book with

your family, friends and
teachers.

Who introduced Leisara to chess?

How do you win chess?

Have you ever played chess?

See if you can learn the rules of  
chess and have a game!

Why is chess a mental game?
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A Champion Beyond 
the Board
Leisara dreams of being a 
professional sports player, but  
a terrible accident shatters her  
dreams. Her Uncle Kalo introduces  
her to chess, and she finds a new  
passion in life. 
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