



















































































3.

4.

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH WHAT HAPPENS IN OUR LIVES

Shows the filmstrip : Hosea, prophet of God’s love,

OR Tell the story of Hosea’s life.

Hosea married a young woman called Gomer. At first, all
went well and they had a son, called Jezreel. This name

means growth and prosperity.

Then Gomer started going out to night clubs and parties
and became involved with other man. When their second
child, a girl was born, Hosea called her "Unloved". He
was not sure if the child was really his child or if his
wife still loved him.

Gomer continued to commit adultery and Hosea was sure
that her third child had a different father. He called him
"Not my child".

Then Gomer left home and went off with another man. Hosea
was left to care for the three children.

One day, he saw his wife being sold as a slave in the '
market. He bought her from the slave trader and took her
back home.

(Hosea 1 : 2 - 9 ; 3 1 - 3)

Discussion

Hosea still loved his wife, even though she had been
unfaithful to him. Through his suffering and his
experiences, he learned something about God too.

Read Hosea 3 : 1
In what ways were the people of Israel like Gomer ?

How was Hosea like God ?
Read Hosea’s message to the people of Israel.

Hosea 11 : 1 - 4; 8 - 9.

Compare Hosea’s message with the parable of the Lost Son.
(Luke 15). We see this love in Jesus.

Activity : Drama - act the story of Hosea & his wife.
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GOD SPEAKS THROUGH VISIONS AND DREAMS

Introduction

Talk about dreams. Dreams come from our subconscious mind. Often
when we are thinking about something before we go to sleep, we
will dream abut it because our subconscious mind is still

thinking about it.

1.

4.

Peter’s Dream

Read Acts 10 ¢ 9 - 16.

} Why do you think Peter dreamt about food ?
) Draw what Peter saw in his dream.
) What did the voice tell him to do ?
)  Why did he say "No!" 2 (V.14)
(See Leviticus 11 : 1 - 10 for the Jewish regulations
about unclean food).
(e) What was God’'s answer ? (V.15)

(a
(b
{c
(d

The Meaning of the Dream

Now read Acts 10 : 17 - 29, 34 - 35, 44 - 48.

The dream is not really about food, it is about people.
Which people did the Jews like Peter think of as unclean ?
The dream showed Peter that no people are unclean, all races

are acceptable to God.

NOTE : In Jewish custom,
(a) Jews were not allowed to go into the house of a

Gentile.
(b) Jews could not eat with Gentiles.
(c) Jews couldn’t use the same cups , pots etc.
How did Peter show he had changed in his thinking about

la=Se =
A A—F83 L.L.LCD

V. 23 - he asked the Gentiles into his house.
V. 27 - he went into a Gentile'’s house.
V. 23 - he ate with them.

Result of the Dream

At first the Christian church would not allow Gentiles to
be members or share the Lord’s Supper. Peter’s dream showed
them that all races could be members of the Christian

church. (Acts 11 : 1 - 18).

Activity

Copy out Acts 10 : 34 - 35 and illustrate with a drawing or

pictures from magazines.
OR make a large wall picture or chart showing people of all

races.
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GOD SPEAKS THROUGH WORSHIP AND PRAYER

When you go to a worship service, what are the different
parts of the service - 1list them on the board.

eg. Singing praise
praying - praise, adoration
confession,
supplication, intercession.

Sermon

Bible reading
Communion
Offering. etc.

Study Isaiah 6 : 1 - 8

Isaiah was in the Temple, worshipping, whern God spoke to
him. Let us see how each part of the service helped
Isaiah to hear God speaking.

(a) Is. 6 : 1-4 Isaiah became aware of God’s presence

* through the light streaming in through the windows
(his robe filled the whole temple).

* the smoke of the incense and the sacrifices.

* the choir singing (Holy, holy, holy).

Discussion : What do we have in our churches that make us

think about God.

eg. flowers, stained glass windows, cross,
incense, candles, pictures, embroidered
cloths on the altar or pulpit, etc.

(b) Is. 6 : 5 Isalah’s reaction to seeing God’s glory was
confession and awarenss of his own sin.

In our services too, we begin with adoration - showing
how high & holy God is. Then we realize how sinful we
are and make our prayer of confession.

(c) Is. 6 : 6 - 7. The burning coal was a sign of
forgiveness. In our churches too we use signs to show
God’s forgiveness & love to us. What are they?

Talk about sacraments - water as a sign of cleansing
& new life in Baptism ; bread & wine as a sign of God’s
life feeding & sustaining us in Holy Communion etc.

(d) Is. 6 : 8. a. who do you think spoke these words ? -
The sermon or preaching can be the way God speake to
us. The preacher tries to challenge the people ° . hear
God’s word to them.
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(e) Is. 6 : 8. b. Our response is to offer ourselves to God
for his service - we do this during the offering of
our money & the dedication prayer.

3. Go back to the list on the board and compare our experiences
of worship with those of Isaiah. God speaks in many
different ways to us during worship.

NOTE on SACRAMENTS

Sacraments are special ceremonies in the church in which we use
signs or symbols to show (like in a drama or picture) God’'s grace

& gifts to us.

Baptism - we use water (either sprinkling or immersion) as a sign
that God forgives us, and offers us new life in Christ.

Holy Communion or Lord’s Supper - we use bread and wine as signs
of the life of Jesus (his body & blood) which he gives to feed

our spiritual lives.




10. HOW DO WE KNOW IF IT IS REALLY GOD SPEAKING ?

1. Introduction

We have seen that God speaks to people in many different

ways, through other people, through our thinking, through
worship and Bible Study, through visions and dreams. Many
people say that God has spoken to them in visions or through
their thinking, but how can we tell if it’s really true or

not 7
2. Take two examples
(a) Joseph Smith (an American) said that he had a vision

of an angel named Moroni. The angel told him that black
people are under God’s curse and can never become
priests.

Do you think this vision was from God or not ? why ?

(b) Baha’u’llah saw a beautiful angel - he said God told
him that all people are really one - all leaves from
the same tree.

Do you think this vision was from God or not ? Why ?
3. How can we decide if a messagqe is from God or not ?

A if you have the soundstrip Communication, show Part 3.
Judge for yourself. This soundstrip suggests three
tests to apply.

1. Does it make sense ?

2. How will it work out ? - what will be the result
of following this message ?

3. Does it fit God’'s character.

or Study Mathew 7 : 15 - 21.

& I Corin. 12 : 1 - 3 (compare 1 John 4 : 1 - 2)
Comments

The bible warns that there will be false prophets and people who
claim to speak for God, but who do not.

There are two tests given in the readings above to help us decide
whether the prophets are true or false.

(a) You will know them by what they do.
(Matthew 7 : 16)
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Matthew goes on (7 : 24 - 27) to explain that true prophets
hear Jesus words & obey them. Their actions or what they do
follow Jesus’ teachings and lead to good results for people
who follow their messages - like love, peace, justice, right
living & mercy and compassion.

Example : Some years ago, some "prophets” on Tongoa claimed that
the Holy Spirit had spoken to them and told them to exchange
their wives for new "partners", often the wives of other people.

These actions clearly go against Jesus'’ teaching about no divorce
(Mark 10 : 9). They also resulted in families disrupted,
fighting, anger, and illegitimate children. All these results
show that the teaching or message could not have been from God.

(b) Christians believe that Jesus revealed God to us. So any
teaching that shows a God different from the one Jesus
revealed cannot be from that God.

So the second test we apply is "Does this teaching fit with what
we know about God from the life and teaching of Jesus 2?". If the
message treats Jesus as Lord (I Corin. 12 : 3) then it comes from
God, but if it goes against Jesus’ teaching about God, it is not
from God.

Example : Joseph Smith’s vision must be wrong because Jesus
showed us that God cared equally for all races & all
people. (see for example Luke 13 : 29 & Acts 10 :

34 - 35) but Baha’ullah’s message is similar to Jesus’
teaching.
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Year 8 Term 2 (Supplementary)

OTHER RELIGIONS
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Introduction to Religions of the World

Most people in Vanuatu are christians, but there are many
other faiths and religions in the world. While we think about how
God speaks to us through the christian religion, we must remember
with respect that God also speaks to people of other faiths, and
through the prophets and leaders of other great religions.

In this course we can only give students a very brief
"taste" of four great world religions, simply to introduce them
to the understanding that there are other living faiths beside

christianity

Historical overview

The oldest religions,

Hinduism.

apart from Animism, are Judaism &

Christianity came out of Judaism & Buddhism came out of
Hinduism. Islam is based on Judaism & christianity while Baha'i
the youngest religion draws on all the previous ones.

The following chart is helpful.

THE SEVEN LARGEST RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD

NAME DATE OF FOUNDER THE GOD |PLACES |HOLY
FOUNDING | z BOOKS
HINDUISM 1500 B.C  NONE BRAHMA INDIA VEDAS
AND
OTHERS
JUDAISM 1900 B.C |ABRAHAM |JEHOVAH |WORLD OLD
1200 B.C |[MOSES WIDE TESTAMENT
SHINTO 650 B.C. |NONE MANY JAPAN KQ-JI-KI
BUDDHISM 560 B.C. |GAUTAMA |NONE FAR EAST|TRIPITAKE/
ORIGIN- SUTRA
ALLY TO
SOME
PEOPLE
TO-DAY-
, | BUDDHA [ ;
; ) j l
CONFUCIANISM|550 B.C. |CONFUCIUS|NONE | CHINA CHINESE
AND TAOISM |600 B.C. {LAO-TZE |THE TAO |CHINA CLASSICS
TAO TEIL-
KIMA
CHRISTIANITY |4 B.C. JESUS GOD THE |WORLD THE BIBLE
CHRIST FATHER WIDE
ISLAM 570 A.D. {MOHAMMED |ALLAH AFRICA |KORAN
TO
CHINA
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Hinduism

One of the oldest religions in the'world - the main religion
of India.

Main teachings

1. One supreme God Brahmin. God is beyond knowledge, not "he"
or "she"” - must be called "it" - a part of every created thing.
Because this God is so great, man’s mind cannot understand it so
Hindus worship hundreds of lesser Gods who are all parts of the
great, supreme God.
eg. Brahma - the creation

Shiva - the destroyer

Vishnu - the preserver, god of love.
etc.
2. Respect for all life

Hindus believe that Brahmin is in every living thing - it
is the soul of man, animals, insects etc. Animals too have souls
(part of the supreme God) and so Hindus do not kill animals for
meat. Hindus eat only vegetables.

3. Reincarnation. The purpose of life is for the soul to,
escape from the body (thought to be evil) and join again with the
great world soul, Brahman. But each soul after one life is not
pure enough to join with Brahman, so Hindus believe each soul
must be reborn many times until it reaches s state of perfection.

If during one lifetime, the soul is good, it will be reborn
into a "higher" body (for example a labourer would be reborn as
a merchant and so on).

If the soul acts badly, it will be reborn in a lower body (a dog,
or a spider etc). The soul continues to be reborn until it
reaches perfection (eg. as a priest) and then it can escape from
life to "heaven", to join Brahmin again.

4. Hindu worship. There are temples and shrines with
statues of different gods & goddess. Hindus take offerings
(foods, flowers etc) to whichever god or goddess they wish. Hindu
families also have small shrines in their houses for their
favourite god or goddess. There are special festivals for each
god, where the god is paraded through the streets with dancing

& singing.

5. Death. When Hindus die, they want their souls to be
purified so they can be reborn in a higher life. Hindus burn the
dead bodies to purify them, and want to have themselves or their
ashes washed in the holy River Ganges just before or after death.
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6. Yoga - A system of exercise and meditation through which
holy men (yogi) try to control their bodies and free their souls.
Yogis may sit in one place for hours or put their bodies 1in
unusual or painful positions so that their spirits can commune

with God.

Buddhism

The Founder:

Siddhartha Gautama, the son of a rajah (ruler) was born in
north-east India in 560 B.C. His father kept him inside the
palace area, gave him all the wealth and pleasures he wanted and
kept all painful & ugly things out of his sight. The Prince
married and had a son.

One day, however, against his father'’'s wishes, he went out
of the palace. He saw four things that changed his life.

- an old man

- a sick man

- a dead man

- a monk

#*

The first three showed Prince Gautama that all people suffer
pain and die, that suffering is a part of life. The face of the
monk was very peaceful and happy. This convinced Gautama that
happiness doesn’t come from riches and pleasures.

He left the palace and changed into beggar’s clothes. He
wandered from one place to another seeking wisdom. Finally he sat
under a fig tree for seven days meditating and found a stage of
perfect communion with God or complete peace (called Nirvana).
From then on, he was called the "Enlightensed One"” or "the

Buddha".

The Four Noble Truths

Buddha taught the way to happiness lay in these four truths.

1. In life we will always suffer.

2. This suffering is caused because we want or desire things -
like pleasure, happiness, prosperity etc.

3. The only way to end suffering is to give up or get rid

of every desire.

4. We can get rid of all desire by following the Eightfold

Path.
This Eightfold Path includes right thinking, right speech,

right behaviour, and right meditation.




Islam

The founder

Mohammed, the founder of Islam, was born in Mecca, Arabia,
about 570 A.D. His parents died when he was a small child, and
Mohammed went with this uncle who was a merchant and traded in
the Middle East with a camel caravan. The Arabs of the time
worshipped many idols. Mohammed came to believe there was only
one God, Allah. He spent a lot of time praying in a cave in the
desert and while there, he had a vision calling him to be the
messenger of Allah. After that he had many messages Or
revelations from Allah which were later written down in the
Moslem’s holy book the Qur’an.

The Five Pillars of Islam

1. Belief in one God, Allah. All Moslems must say "There is
no God but Allah; Mohammed is his messenger”.

2. Prayer five times a day. Prayers must be said five times
a day at set times. Prayers can be said anywhere but before
praying, a Moslem washes his face, hands, and feet and
kneels down with his head on the ground facing Mecca.

3. Alms giving : Every Moslem must give money to help the poor
and needy, at least 1/40 of his income.

4. Fasting : Moslems fast from sunrise to sunset during the
month of Ramadan.
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5. Pilgrimage. Once in his lifetime, every Moslem must make
a pilgrimage to Mecca the birth place and Holy City of
Mohammed. When he gets there, he must walk seven times
around the shrine called the Kaaba and kiss the black
stone.

6. In addition, when necessary, men are required to go to war

to spread Islam or defend it against unbelievers. This is
Jihad or Holy War.

Women in Islam

Muslims may marry more than one wife and women are expected
tc stay at home. Muslim women must cover themseives completely
(even the face) whenever they go out. Men can divorce their wives
whenever they wish, but women cannot divorce their husbands.

A Crescent

A crescent is the symbol of Islam and
is often used in flags of Islamic
countries.




Baha’i Faith

The Founder

Baha’u’llah, the founder of the Baha’i faith, was born in
Persia (now Iran) in 1817. It is said he had a vision of a
beautiful angel who told him "You are the beauty of God -
"Baha'u’llah" - and told him he would be a great teacher.

Baha‘u’llah was put in prison by the Muslem rulers of
Persia, and sent to prisons in Constantinople and Mt Carmel (now
the centre of the Baha’i faith) in Israel. He wrote many books
in prison. These writings form the basis of Baha’i faith.

Main Beliefs

1. Oneness of God - There is only one God and all religions are
from the same God. Allah, Jehovah (Yahweh), Brahmin are all
the same God.

2. . Oneness of Religion. The one God wants to reveal himself
to mankind and so he sends different messengers at different
times. The one God sent Abraham Krishna (Hinduism) Buddha,
Jesus, Mohammed and then Baha‘u’llah. Because men have
progressed, they need new teaching for new times - so
Baha’u’llah brings the teaching needed for the modern times.
One religion builds on all the others. Baha’'i’s respect all
holy books, the Bible, the Quran etc.

3. Cneness of Mankind. All people are really one, leaves from
the one tree - There should be no prejudice of all. Men and
women are egual. All races are equal.



Baha’is want a world community and want everyone in the
world to learn one language.

Organization

Baha’is do not have priests or pastors - Everyone should
investigate spiritual things for himself and pray every
day in his own house.

The community of Baha’is meet together every 19 days to eat
together, talk and pray. They elect a spiritual assembly of 9
people each year to organize the affairs of the community.

A Bahai Temple

Baha’'is have built scme temples in special places in the
world as gifts to the people of the world. A Baha’i temple has
9 doors, symbolizing the main religions of the world as different
doors or ways of entering into God’ presence.
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YEAR 8 TERM 3

GROWING UP
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YEAR 8 TERM 3 GROWING UP
Lesson I Changées from childhood to adulthood
1. Ask the students to think about when they were 6 years

old. What were they like ?
Compare "when I was six" with "Today".

What games did you play ? What do you play now ?

What books/stories did you like ? Now ?

What songs/music did you like ? Now ?

What can you do now that you were not able to do when you
were six ? (like ride a bicycle, read etc).

What changes have happened to your body ?

What made you cry when you were six ? Do you still cry ?
vhat makes you cry now ?

Summary of changes :

(1) Physical (body) our bodies change as we grow up. We
become taller, stronger, grow moustache/breasts. etc.

(2) Emotional (feeling) - we don’t cry so much - we can
control our feelings - we are more conscious of what
other people think of us. - shame, interest in other
sex.

(3) Mental (mind) - want to make our own decisions - not
be dependent - don’t believe everything you hear, etc
- responsible for ourselves.

(4) All these changes lead to changes in relationship -
with parents, teachers - don’t want to be told what to
do - some conflict with authority.

PREP. Write a story about when you were a child.

Lesson 2 Changes in relationships
1. Divide the students into groups of 4 or 5.

Each group has to prepare a "role play" of a family quarrel.
(between parents and teenage children).

When each group is ready - present the plays to the class.
As the class watches, they have to decide.

(a) What caused the conflict ?

(b) What pressures are being put on the young person ?
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Lesson 3 : Pressures from other people
1. How do you decide what sort of clothes to wear ? What sort

of music to listen to ?
What influences you ?

See The Four Faces of Fred

Discuss : Why does Fred behave in different ways when he is
with different people ?

Do you act like this ?
Why do we say Fred has four "faces" ?

Different groups of people put pressure on us to behave in
the way they want us too. (ie. they try to force us)

Who influences you most ? -

parents ?

friends ?

school teachers ?
church ?

video ?

Write about yourself. When I am at home, I ....... creesasea
When I am in Class, I ..veeceacoseaceass
When I am with my friends, I ........

If possible, show a puppet.
- this puppet moves when someone else pulls the strings,
or moves the hands, legs etc.

We can sometimes be like puppets - moved by other people to
do this or that.

Two examples from the Bible.
(a) Pilate : Luke 23 : 13 - 24
(Pilate gave in to the pressure of the crowd).

(b) The disciples. Acts 5 : 27 - 29 ; 40 - 42.
(The disciples did not give in to the pressure of the

Jewish court).

We don’t need to be puppets -
just following what others do, or tell us to do.

We need to make up our own minds and follow what God wants
us to do.

Explain Romans 12 : 2 and copy this verse into notebooks.
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THE FOUR _FACES OF FRED

When you hear what different
people have to say about him,
you wonder whether they are
talking about the same person.

HIS MOTHER: "Fred is a quiet
boy at home. He studies hard-
just like his older brother.

HIS BEST FRIEND: “Fred is the
life of the party. You should
have heard him scream out for
an encore of his favourite
number, "

HIS SECOND-BEST FRIEND: "At
first Fred didn’'t want to sneak
into the game without paying.
But, as I put it to him, what
else can you do when you haven’t
any money left and you want to
see your team in action?"”

THE DISTRICT APPEAL ORGANIZER:
"When Frec. knew that some of

his friends were ¢oing to
collect for the appeal, he was
in it all the way. He did a good
job, too.”



1.

LESSON 4. God can use young people to do his work

Introduction

Often in decision making bodies, we find only older men,
not young people eg. parliament, chiefs, church elders
etc. - but young people also have a place and can be used
by Cod.

One example John Mark.

Read the story in (a) Acts 13 : 1 - 5, 13 (They took John
Mark to help, but maybe he got
frightened, and went back).

(b) Acts 15 : ;36 - 41 (Barnabas wanted
to give him a second chance).

(c) 2 Tim 4 : 11 Paul later realized
that John Mark could help and wanted
to work with him again.

If possible show the relevant parts of the video Peter and
Paul.

Another example Timothy.

What can you find out about Timothy from these passages.

Acts 16 : 1 - 3

17 + 14 - 15

18 : 5.
1 Timethy 1 : 1 - 3 II Timothy I : 5
1 Timothy 4 : 12



43

LESSON 5 & 6 Esther

Esther is an example of a young woman who,

by her bravery and

faith, was able to save a whole nation.

I. Read the story of Esther. Because it is a long story,
the students to pick out the main points.

help

Introduction - the story takes place in the Persian empire.
Esther is a Jew.

20

19 -

9 - 12, 19

I. Esther I : - 5
1 - 18,

I ;
2 =+ 5 - 20.

King Xerxes is cross with his wife - so he divorces
her and chooses another Queen - Esther a Jewish girl.

2. 3 ¢ 1 - 14 Mordecai (a Jew) refuses to bow to Haman
the Prime Minister, so Haman asks the King to kill
all Jews and take their money.

(S8}
.

4 :+ 7 -5 : 3. Mordecai asks Esther to go to the King
and ask him to have mercy on the Jews.

Esther says nobody can go to see the King unless the
King sends for him - otherwise he might die.

However Esther goes, and the King allows her to come
in.

4. 5 - 7. Haman plots to have Mordecai killed, but the
king honours him. Esther invites Haman to a banquet
and accuses him in front of the king. Haman is
hanged and the Jews saved.

Activity
Students draw a comic strip type of the story.
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WEEK 7 Attitudes are Important

Introduction :

As we grow up, we have to decide who to follow, what we want to
do with our lives.

Refer back to Romans 12 : 2 -
we need a change of mind or attitude.

1. Draw two cartcon faces on the board.

MR. SMITH JOE

What do these two people think about life ?

2. Work in pairs.
Look at the conversations on the duplicated sheet. Using
the faces above, finish the conversations for Mr Smith &

Joe,

3. People can have different attitudes -
(a) selfish, greedy.
(b) helpful self-sacrificing.

4, What about Jesus ?
Tick T or F on the bottom of the sheet.

5. What about us ?

Read Mark 10 : 35 - 45
Mark 12 : 28 - 31
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ATTITUDES ARE IMPORTANT

Finish these conversation:-

1. John knocks on the door of Mr. Smith‘s house.

MR. SMITH : Yes?
JOHN : Good afternoon, sir. Travers is my name. I’'m
collecting for the hurricane relief appeal.

MR. SMITH ‘
RS RO \)
IOV

2. The Youth Fellowship are building a kindergarten.
JOHN : If we work hard we can finish the kindergarten wall today.

BETTY : We really need a carpenter to hang the door properly.
I wonder if Joe will help us?

(They go to see Joe)

JOEN : Say, Joe, how about giving us a hand with your skill to
hang the door?

JOE :

THE WORDS AND DEEDS OF JESUS SHOWED HIS ATTITUDE TO LIFE

Read: Luke 4: 31-41 ; Luke 12:15; Mark .1:35-39; Matthew
8:24.

Mark each statement true (T) or False (F)

He did not think that it was important to have many
possessions.

.......... He was always concerned about himself.

.......... He used his abilities to help others.

.......... He was willing to be called on to help at all hours.
.......... He was cross when people wanted him to help them.

.......... He couldn’t be bothered helping people.
.......... He used a lot of energy helping and became tired out.
.......... He helped only his friends.

.......... He wanted people to thank and praise him for his work.
.......... He only helped people who wanted to follow him.
.......... He showed great concern for people.

.......... He gave all he had for others.




WEEK 8 Modern Examples of Christian Young People. -
Toyohiko Kagawa.

1. Read the story of Kagawa to the Class.

They were rich, the Kagawa family, with a big shipping business,
beautiful homes, many servants. But no one seemed to be
interested 1in the boy Toyohiko Kagawa until he became a
Christian, and that made his family angry, so angry that they
turned him out, without a penny.

Christian friends made it posssible for the homeless young man
to go to a college where he could study to be a minister.

He became very ill, and trying to regain his health, Kagawa went
for a holiday to the little fishing village of Gamagori.

The fishermen were pcor, hardworking men. For the first time in
his life Kagawa heard children crying with hunger, saw men and
women exhausted with the struggle to keep alive, turning to crime
because they were desperate. "When you are so terribly poor, it
is almost impossible to live with self-respect and honésty! Such
poverty is a terrible thing, a thing to struggle against!" he
decided.

Back in the city, Kagawa discovered people in even worse poverty
than the fishermen. He wanted to help them. But how?

He thought about Jesus. What would the Lord have done? Live in
that comfortable college, with plenty of food and clothes, with
servants to co the hard work? Surely not! Jesus had lived with
the poor people of Palestine, often cold and hungry, working like
a servant himself, dying like a criminal - and all to help other

people.
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So, instead of going back to college, Kagawa went to Shinkawa,
which was the poorest, slummiest part of the city of Kobe. Here
lived the dockers, who toiled to load and unload the ships.
Plumes of black smoke made the air filthy, and in the factories
from which this smoke came, women and even little children worked

long, long hours.

No one earned much and, what was worse, many were unemployed and
earned nothing. This is how Kagawa described Shinkawa-

But here are slippery streets which are never dry;

They are lined with open sewers where rats come out to die;
Tattered paper doors stand wide to winds that beat;

The houses are all of a reddish black, like the hue of stale
meat;

Filth on the flimsy ceilings, dirt in the very air;
Elbowed off their crowded mats, people are everywhere.

A1l night long they crouch in the cold, huddlied on broken
benches,
where there’s never a moment’s lifting of the awful
stenches.

At first people were very suspicious of Kagawa. They trusted no
one. "He's trying to fool us," they thought, and turned down his
friendship.

Kagawa had never expected this! Dismayed, he wrote -

I came to bring God to the slum; But I am dumb, Dismayed,
Betrayed by those whom I would aid; Pressed down; So sad I fear
that I am mad. The rain drops patter slowly down from the eaves;
The fire beneath my half-boiled rice is out; I hear the rising
roar of ribald shout that brings the evening to Shinkawa slum.
Is there no way that help can come?

But he didn’t give up. He just kept on doing what he thought a
Christian should do. He let homeless people sleep with him in his
tiny hut (only six foot square!). His food was as poor as his
neighbours, but he was always ready to share a meal. He found a
baby abandoned to die and saved the tiny thing and nmrsed her
back to life. He played with the children, and just kept on being

helpful wherever he could. Then came the strike. The dockers said
they could no longer live on their poor wages, and that they
would not go back to work until they were promised more money.

But how long can you stay on strike when you have no money in the
bank, and no pay coming? Just a few days, or you may starve to
death.

As for the rich men who owned the shipping companies, they could
afford to wait. "When the workers are hungry enough they’11l come
back, glad to work for the same wages, or even lower!" they
thought.




Kagawa understood what was happening."Now I can be really helpful
to my new friends," he thought. This was so, for he was well
educated, and he had been brought up in a family that made its
wealth from shipping and from the hard work of these poor men.
He knew both sides. He could write letters, make speeches,
organize, study reports and books. So he was able to lead the
poor men in their struggle for fair wages.

Governments are sometimes suspicious of strikes and strike
leaders, and Kagawa was arrested and sent to prison.

This didn’t stop him! In prison he did a lot of thinking,
reading, and writing, and when he was released, he began
planning more strikes. His one aim was to make the comfortable,
rich people understand. "These men are not striking because they
are wicked! Life is just too hard for them to put up with it any
longer!" At last the government realized that Kagawa knew what
he was talking about, and that they could trust him.

He was invited to help make plans for a better deal for the
workers-better houses, more pay, shorter hours, no child labour.

Always, Kagawa worked to help other people, and this was his
prayer-

Lord of each little leaf

On every tree;

Lord of the clouds that drift
Far out to sea,

I thank thee God,

that thou hast shown I pray

Jesus That thou

To me. will take
Evil
away.

Amen.
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2. Students draw their hand on their exercise book and copy
the poem.

DISCOVERY

I cannot invent

New things,

Like the airships

Which sail

On silver wings;

But today

A wonderful thought

in the dawn was given...

And the thought
Was this:

That a secret plan
Is hid in my hand;

That my hand is big,
Big,
Because of this plan.
That God,
= Who dwells in my hand,
Knows this secret plan
Of the things he will dc for the
world
Using my hand!




WEEK 9 What can we do?

1. Students draw a hand again in their exercise book.
2. Think quietly for a few minutes.

(a) What are my talents ?

(b) How could I use my talents to serve others ?

3. Write on your hand in your exercise book something you
could do to help someone else.

4. Class discussion.

Plan a class project to help someone of some group in your
area.

Some suggestions :

(a) Help a kindergariten - cleaning the area, making visual
aids, building a small house or logs for the children
to climb on, swings etc.

(b) Help a primary school - gardening, cutting the bush,
hearing children read, making visual aids for teachers,
making small books etc.

(c) Help the church - cleaning, repairs etc.

(d) Help an old person - firewood, brush a gardén.

etc etc.

LESSON 10

Carry out the project.






